INTRODUCTION

in himself at the time when the issue for them all was hanging
in the balafice. No real leader ot men can ever afford to be a
pessimist. He must assume a certitude if he have it not.
There was no need for Clemenceau to assume anything. It was
all there,

I have known this great Frenchman at many critical stages
in his exciting life. What I most admire about him, is, that he
is always the same man, no matter what his personal position
at the moment may be. Never excessively elated : never by
any chance cast down. Good or bad fortune, success or failure,
made no difference to him. The motto of the Tenth Legion
might well be taken as his own. " Utrinque paratus " has been
the watchword of this indefatigable and undaunted political
warrior throughout. It is well to recall, also, that he has
invariably told his country the full truth about the situation
as it appeared to him at the time, alike in opposition and in
office, as deputy, as senator, and as journalist at large.

Beginning his political career as the intimate friend and
almost pupil of the out-and-out Eadical Republican, Etienne
Arago, a sympathiser with the nobler men of the Commune,
whom he endeavoured to save from the ruthless vengeance of
the reactionaries headed by Thiers, he had previously voted at
Bordeaux in the minority of genuine Eepublicans who were in
favour of continuing the war against Germany when all but
enthusiastic patriots held that further resistance was hopeless.
Many a time of late those events of VAnn&e Terrible must have
come back to his mind during these still more terrible four years.
His attitude now is but the continuation and fulfilment of the
policy he advocated then. Thereupon, five years devoted to
service on the Municipal Council of Paris and to gratuitous
ministrations as a doctor to the poor of one of the poorest
districts of the French metropolis: a continuous endeavour
to realise, in some decree, by political action, the practical ends
for which the Communards had so unfortunately and inj udiciously
striven. Then political work again on the floor of the Assembly
at one of the most stirring periods of French history: sup-